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Nova Scotia

Judge refers Nova Scotia murderer to restorative
justice program in provincial first
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Won't change life sentence Brandon Jake Hollohan received for death of Deborah
Irene Yorke, judge says
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Nova Scotia Supreme Court Justice Kevin Coady stressed that the referral will have no impact on the life
sentence Brandon Jake Hollohan received March 21 when he was convicted of second-degree murder in the
January 2018 death of Deborah Irene Yorke. (Anjuli Patil/CBC)
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A Nova Scotia judge has referred a convicted murderer to a restorative justice program — a first
for the province.

In a decision released Tuesday, Nova Scotia Supreme Court Justice Kevin Coady stressed that the
referral will have no impact on the life sentence Brandon Jake Hollohan received March 21 when
he was convicted of second-degree murder in the January 2018 death of Deborah Irene Yorke.

Coady said any evidence generated by the restorative justice process may be considered at
Hollohan's parole eligibility hearing, but it will not dictate an outcome, as the principles of
sentencing will apply.

The hearing in September will determine when the 28-year-old man from Dartmouth, N.S., will
be eligible to apply for parole, which by law must be between 10 and 25 years.

"The focus of this referral is Mr. Hollohan's rehabilitation and his re-entry into society on
completion of his sentence," Coady said in his decision.

Citing protocols developed by the Nova Scotia Justice Department, Coady said judges may use
restorative justice after a conviction to "inform sentencing and/or to acquire necessary
information to discharge their sentencing responsibilities."

Charges won't be dismissed

The judge said any suggestion that such a referral could allow an offender to avoid the
consequences of his sentence is misguided.

In the past, restorative justice initiatives have generally been limited to young offenders and
adults charged with less serious offences.

This approach within the criminal justice system focuses on the rehabilitation of offenders
through reconciliation with victims and the community at large, often with the assistance of
facilitators in a group setting. Typically, plans are made to have the offender take specific actions
to address the harms caused.

If the offender successfully completes the program, criminal charges against them are usually
dismissed. But that won't happen in Hollohan's case.

Coady's decision says Yorke's relatives have yet to decide their involvement in the restorative
justice process.

Nova Scotia's restorative justice program was established for youth across the province in 2001
and was expanded to include adults in 2016.

National significance

Halifax-based law professor Jennifer Llewellyn said the province has been a leader in restorative
justice, and the ruling in Hollohan's case has national significance.

"It represents the potential for restorative justice ... to ensure that the goals of sentencing
related to public safety and rehabilitation are pursued in ways that pay attention to the contexts,
causes and circumstance of crimes," said Llewellyn, director of the Restorative Research,
Innovation and Education Lab at Dalhousie University.

"It also ensures meaningful opportunities for those affected and involved to contribute to the
justice process."

She said the restorative justice process in this case will provide the judge with information
relevant to parole eligibility, which is related to the sentencing goal of rehabilitation.

"In this case the judge also seems to identify the potential ... to engage Mr. Hollohan in a process
that will support his accountability by coming to better understand the significance and impact
of his actions," Llewellyn said Wednesday in an email.

As for Hollohan, the judge's decision says he is a suitable candidate for restorative justice
because he is a young man who has strong family supports, no previous record and no previous
history of violence.

History of addiction

The judge noted that Hollohan was addicted to opioids at the time of the offence.

"Mr. Hollohan's history did not suggest a propensity for the kind of violence he inflicted on Ms.
Yorke," the decision says.

"I can only conclude that his various addictions robbed him of the ability to avoid such violence.
This speaks volumes about the power of addiction to debilitating substances. It does not provide
an excuse, and Mr. Hollohan will pay for those actions for the rest of his life."

Hollohan's physician, identified in the decision only as Dr. Saunders, told the court he has been
treating Hollohan for opioid use disorder for the past eight years.

"He attended and engaged in recovery meetings throughout this time," Saunders said in a pre-
sentence report. "At no time prior to his arrest did Brandon ever display or discuss wishes to
harm others. Brandon always displayed a calm and gentle demeanour, even when he was in a
bad place with his addiction illness."

Coady said the doctor's comments "are supportive of giving Mr. Hollohan every tool available to
maintain sobriety."

MORE TOP STORIES
e N.S. hospitals no longer have designated COVID-19 units
e Head of new N.S. Crown corporation resigns 2 weeks after appointment
e First South Shore Pride Week kicks off this Sunday
e Nova Scotia spends $2.5M to help host 2024 Congrés mondial acadien

e VIDEO Cape Breton street drugs were laced with fentanyl

CBC's Journalistic Standards and Practices | About CBC News

Corrections and clarifications = Submit a news tip = Report error «

COMMENTS

To encourage thoughtful and respectful conversations, first and last names will appear with each submission
to CBC/Radio-Canada's online communities (except in children and youth-oriented communities). Pseudonyms
will no longer be permitted.

By submitting a comment, you accept that CBC has the right to reproduce and publish that comment in whole
or in part, in any manner CBC chooses. Please note that CBC does not endorse the opinions expressed in
comments. Comments on this story are moderated according to our Submissiaon_Guidelines. Comments are
welcome while open. We reserve the right to close comments at any time.

Become a CBC Member

Join the conversation Create account ?

Already have an account?  Login ?

NEWEST MOST LIKED v 22 COMMENTS

COMMENTING IS NOW CLOSED FOR THIS STORY.

My Account Connect with CBC Contact CBC About CBC Services Accessibility
Profile Facebook Submit Feedback Corporate Info Ombudsman It is a priority for CBC to
CBC Gem Twitter Help Centre Sitemap Corrections and Create .a website that |§
o Clarifications accessible to all Canadians
Newsletters YouTube Audience Relations, CBC Reuse & Permission | including people with
About CBC Membership Instagram P.O. Box 500 Station A Terms of Use Public Appearances visual, hearing, motor and
, Toronto, ON _ Commercial Services cognitive challenges.
Mobile Privacy
Canada, M5W 1E6 o
RSS Jobs CBC Shop Closed Captioning and
Toll-free (Canada only): _ Doing Business with Us Described Video is available
Podcasts 1-866-306-4636 Our Unions | - for many CBC shows
Independent Producers Renting Facilities offered on CBC Gem.

Political Ads Registr Radio Canada International About CBC Accessibili

Please know that cookies are required to operate and enhan rservi as well as for
9 P e Learn more X Close

advertising_purposes. We value your privacy. If you are not comfortable with us using this
information, please review_your settings before continuing your visit.



https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/author/michael-macdonald-1.4305282
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia
http://cbc.ca/1.4505905
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/covid-19-units-hospitals-1.6546870
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/invest-nova-scotia-executive-chair-resigns-1.6546904
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/south-shore-pride-week-first-events-sunday-nova-scotia-1.6547217
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/ns-invests-2-5m-for-2024-congr%C3%A8s-mondial-acadien-1.6547254
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/cape-breton-street-drugs-were-laced-with-fentanyl-1.6547692
https://cbc.radio-canada.ca/en/vision/governance/journalistic-standards-and-practices
https://www.cbc.ca/news/about-cbc-news-1.1294364
https://www.cbc.ca/news/corrections-clarifications-1.5893564
https://www.cbc.ca/news/email-cbc-contact-phone-tips-news-story-1.6466536
https://www.cbc.ca/account/signup?referrer=https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/judge-refers-ns-murderer-to-restorative-justice-program-1.6547741
https://www.cbc.ca/aboutcbc/discover/submissions.html
https://www.cbc.ca/account/login
https://gem.cbc.ca/benefits/
https://subscriptions.cbc.ca/listmanagement
https://www.cbc.ca/account/features
https://www.facebook.com/cbc/
https://twitter.com/cbc/
https://www.youtube.com/user/CBCtv
https://www.instagram.com/cbc/?hl=en
https://cbchelp.cbc.ca/hc/en-ca/categories/115000249853-Help-with-CBC-Apps
https://www.cbc.ca/rss/
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/podcasts
https://cbchelp.cbc.ca/hc/en-ca/requests/new
https://cbchelp.cbc.ca/hc/en-ca
https://cbc.radio-canada.ca/en
https://www.cbc.ca/sitemap
https://cbchelp.cbc.ca/hc/en-ca/sections/203864688-Using-or-licensing-CBC-content
https://cbc.radio-canada.ca/en/vision/governance/terms-of-use-digital-services
https://www.cbc.ca/account/privacy
https://cbc.radio-canada.ca/en/working-with-us/jobs/
https://cbc.radio-canada.ca/en/vision/unions-associations
https://www.cbc.ca/independentproducers/
https://cbc.radio-canada.ca/en/impact-and-accountability/regulatory/political-ads-registry
https://www.cbc.ca/mycbc/adpreferences
https://cbc.radio-canada.ca/en/ombudsman/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/corrections-clarifications-1.5893564
https://www.cbc.ca/news/public-appearances-1.4969965
https://cbc.radio-canada.ca/en/services/commercial-services/
http://www.cbcshop.ca/
https://cbc.radio-canada.ca/en/working-with-us/partners-and-suppliers/
https://www.cbc.ca/productionfacilities/
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/rci/en
https://gem.cbc.ca/
https://www.cbc.ca/accessibility
https://www.cbc.ca/accessibility/accessibility-feedback-1.5131151
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/
https://www.cbc.ca/search
https://www.cbc.ca/news
https://www.cbc.ca/news
https://www.cbc.ca/news/local
https://www.cbc.ca/news/covid-19
https://www.cbc.ca/news/climate
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada
https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics
https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous
https://www.cbc.ca/news/opinion
https://www.cbc.ca/account/privacy#howDoWeUseThisData
https://www.cbc.ca/account/privacy#adTargeting
https://www.cbc.ca/account/privacy#howToManageYourCookies
https://www.cbc.ca/account/privacy

